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World War II produced many heroes. One such man was Lieutenant Commander Butch O'Hare. He
was a fighter pilot assigned to the aircraft carrier Lexington in the South Pacific. One day his entire
squadron was sent on a mission. After he was airborne, he looked at his fuel gauge and realized that
someone had forgotten to top off his fuel tank. He would not have enough fuel to complete his mission and get back to his ship. His flight leader told him to return to the carrier. Reluctantly, he
dropped out of formation and headed back to the fleet. As he was returning to the mother ship, he saw
something that turned his blood cold; a squadron of Japanese aircraft was speeding its way toward the
American fleet. The American fighters were gone on a sortie, and the fleet was all but defenseless. He
couldn't reach his squadron and bring them back in time to save the fleet. Nor could he warn the fleet
of the approaching danger. There was only one thing to do. He must somehow divert them from the
fleet. Laying aside all thoughts of personal safety, he dove into the formation of Japanese planes.
Wing-mounted 50 caliber's blazed as he charged in, attacking one surprised enemy plane and then
another. Butch wove in and out of the now broken formation and fired at as many planes as possible
until all his ammunition was finally spent. Undaunted, he continued the assault. He dove at the
planes, trying to clip a wing or tail in hopes of damaging as many enemy planes as possible, rendering them unfit to fly. Finally, the exasperated Japanese squadron took off in another direction. Deeply
relieved, Butch O'Hare and his tattered fighter limped back to the carrier. Upon arrival, he reported in
and related the event surrounding his return. The ifim from the gun-camera mounted on his plane told
the tale. It showed the extent of Butch's daring attempt to protect his fleet. He had, in fact, destroyed
five enemy aircraft This took place on February 20, 1942 ,a nd for that action Butch became the
Navy's first Ace of W.W.II, and the first Naval Aviator to win the Medal of Honor. A year later
Butch was killed in aerial combat at the age of 29. His home town would not allow the memory of
this WW II hero to fade, and today, O'Hare Airport in Chicago is named in tribute to the courage of
this great man. So, the next time you find yourself at O'Hare International, give some thought to visiting Butch's memorial displaying his statue and his Medal of Honor. It's located between Terminals 1
and 2.
So what do these stories have to do with each other? Butch O’Hare was Easy Eddie’s son.
_________________________________________________________________________________
•

If you were to spell out numbers, how far would you have to go until you would find the letter
“A” ? (the answer: One thousand)

•

Coca-Cola was originally green !

•

The cost of raising a mid-size dog to the age of 11 is $ 6500.00
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Message From The President
Words From the President
By: Bill Hein
OCTOBER 2014 NEWSLETIER

WHEELING HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1965- 49 YEARS PRESERVING WHEELINGS HISTORY 2014
Dear Members and others.
I don't know how many times I have said this, but this year is flying by. When September comes along
we can look back and get an idea how our plans for this year have turned out. I am so proud of our
Board, membership and other volunteers for their effort that made this a great season. Plans are being
presented for expanding our Blacksmith shop and hand tool museum in the carriage house. I hope each
year more people are learning of and stopping by the Chamber Park Historical Preservation Site which
was zoned by the Wheeling Park District & the Village of Wheeling in 1988. We hope it will continue to
grow and people find visiting us is an educational and fun experience.
We are getting ready for another Lollipop lane December 6 to December 14, 2014. This is our 44th year
of this outstanding holiday event. It is estimated that 65000 + visitors came to see Santa & Mrs. Claus.
If you would like to help with this wonderful event call Joan Wiener at 847-650-0144.
The Wheeling Historical Society is looking for a few good volunteers to mark and file artifacts. Members
are at the museum on Thursdays from 9: a m to noon just stop by. The Museum is closed for the season
however the work still goes on.
We are grateful for all your wonderful support.
Bill Hein

The Curator’s Corner
We received two shirts (on loan) from former
Police Chief John Stone to incorporate into a
police display for next year.

foundation.

We donated some old clothing to the epilepsy

Patti—Curator

We’re in the process of purchasing the annual Christmas
Ornament for LolliPop Lane. Remember us at cookie time.

UPCOMING EVENTS—Revised
•

Wheeling Historical Society 50th Anniversary 2015

•

October 22, 2014 - Business Meeting - 6:30 p.m. Rochelle Pennington, "The Christmas Tree Ship" At The Chamber Community
Center (Old Church) and discussion of Lollipop Lane.

•

November 26, 2014 - Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. At Chamber Community Center (Old Church No Program - Final Details for
Lollipop Lane.

•

December 6- 14, 2014 - "Lollipop Lane" —At Chamber Park for the Children to see Santa & Mrs. Clause.

•

December - No Board or Business Meeting
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COOKS CORNER
Julia Childs
Chocolate Cake
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